
June 15, 2022

Dear Lake Forest, Lake Bluff, and Knollwood Families and Community Members,

As Superintendents of Districts 65, 67, and 115, we have worked with our respective
administrators, teachers, staff, and school communities over the course of the 2021-2022
school year to prioritize initiatives that not only support academic excellence, but focus on
whole-child development and the well-being of all students. To take this work to the next
level, we recognized the need for a visioning process that would result in a shared “North
Star” to guide our strategic planning across all three Districts. And with that, our Portrait of
a Learner journey began.

Portrait Design Team
Last fall, we introduced the idea of the Portrait of a Leaner to our communities. We invited
students, parents, guardians, faculty, staff, civic leaders, and others from the Lake Forest,
Lake Bluff, and Knollwood communities to join our Portrait of a Learner Design Team.
Soon, we had a team of 150 people working together, over the course of four meetings
between March and May, exploring and prioritizing the skills most needed by our students
to complement the academics already offered in our Districts and equip them for their
future lives.



Our Portrait of a Learner
It is an honor to share our new Portrait of a Learner with you today. The graphic, based in
part on the historic Lake Forest High School “Senior Star," expresses six competencies
identified by our community as essential for our tri-district learners. Our Portrait will serve
as a living guide for curriculum, instruction, school activities, and community support,
reflecting shared local context and rich meaning behind every word. You can read more
about the Portrait of a Learner and our design process HERE.

What’s Next?
This is just the beginning of the exciting work ahead for our Districts. With core
competencies defined and prioritized for our learners, we will embark on strategic planning
this fall to ensure that our curriculum is aligned with those skills and abilities, and guiding
student work in every Pre-K-12 classroom.

https://theforestscout.com/29113/in-lfhs/lfhs-back-in-time/#
https://www.lakeforestschools.org/community/portrait-of-a-graduate


We are grateful to our Portrait Design Team members for their diligence in this process,
and to our community for your ongoing support. Together, we will continue our shared
tradition of educational excellence while preparing our students for the rapidly-changing
world that awaits them.

Sincerely,

Dr. Matthew L. Montgomery
Superintendent
Lake Forest Elementary District 67 and
Lake Forest Community High School District 115

Dr. Lisa Leali
Superintendent
Lake Bluff Elementary District 65

     

https://www.facebook.com/Lake-Forest-Community-High-School-District-115-Lake-Forest-IL-447900368589820/
https://twitter.com/LFHS_lakeforest
https://www.instagram.com/lfhs_lakeforest/

